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Dialogue on Censuses and Provenance 
Case Illustration: Madison, Florida 

Patricia A. Kaufmann

There are diff erences of opinion among Confederate students on the way information is ac-
cumulated and how it should best be recorded for censuses and provenance. Provenance, by 

dictionary defi nition, is the place of origin or earliest-known history of something, tracing it to the 
current day. 

Census criteria on the CSA website states the listings “must be supported by an image in a book, 
periodical, or named auction catalog.” 

Most times, an auction house will not have a named sale when only one or a few items are con-
signed, even if they are rare. Th ere are some notable exceptions. Or, perhaps the consignor prefers 
to remain anonymous at that time. Is the person then to be excised from provenance for all time, if 
it is easily proven and accepted he owned the subject rarity?

I understand these census mandates are made in an abundance of caution to ensure accuracy. 
But I respectfully disagree. In my opinion, these requirements are too restrictive. Th ere are excep-
tions to every rule. 

It is no coincidence that the website census criteria are similar to those used for the Confeder-
ate States of America Catalog and Handbook of Postage Stamps and Postal History. However, for the 
catalog, information did not need to have been published; the editors simply had to have an image 
on fi le for an item to be listed in the catalog. An image from a private non-published source was 
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suffi  cient, as opposed to a requirement for an image from a publication. Th is allowed for covers in 
the Lincoln Kilbourne collection, which had not been seen or exhibited in decades, to be counted 
in the catalog’s patriotic cover section, for example. 

Th ere is no debate that care must be taken to ensure accuracy and that sources are properly es-
tablished. Th ere also must be trust in the philatelic knowledge of the person compiling the census 
or listing of provenance. A deep level of expertise in the subject matter is required. I fully support 
the census eff orts on the CSA website as a major contribution to the hobby. I have wanted to see 
detailed censuses in print for years. Th ey are now logically presented on the CSA website where 
they can be continually updated when new discoveries are made. But, in some cases my view 
diverges from the compulsory criteria used to create those censuses, as I feel it unnecessarily omits 
valuable information for posterity. 

Provenance of Madison Provisionals and Kaufmann Census 
I use the Madison provisionals as my example because I arguably have more information about 

them than anyone else. Th us, my mission is two-fold. First, it will serve as a go-to resource on 
the full background of the coveted Madison provisionals, in which I have no current monetary 
interest; rather, they are a lifetime obsession. Second, it serves as the basis for a discussion of the 
criteria used in compiling census and provenance data.

When my husband John and I purchased the fi ve Madison stamps/covers in 1983, they came 
with a wealth of prior research and provenance, although not enough to then get them recognized 
as genuine. It became a Kaufmann cause célèbre, which has been one of the defi ning endeavors of 
my philatelic life.

Among the provided papers was a letter from Robert A. Siegel to Charles Keene in Boston. In 
that 1974 letter, Siegel off ered $25,000 for the group, along with 
their accompanying provenance, which all belonged to an undis-
closed Keene client. Th ose items were purchased by us from Robert 
W. Lyman, a dealer known for British North America stamps, act-
ing as an intermediary for Charles Keene and his client.

Th e certifi cate abbreviations and numbers that follow are noted 
on descriptions of the items as “PF” for the Philatelic Foundation 
and “CSA” for the Confederate Stamp Alliance Authentication 
Committee or Service. Th e name changed from Committee to Ser-
vice in 2006 to better refl ect the purpose of the group. Both Scott 
and CSA catalog numbers (CC) are noted.

CNETS error. Scott: 3AX1a, CC: A-MAD-FL-A01a. Stated in the CSA online census as “Prov-
enance: Briggs.” (Figure 1)

Currently, the online CSA provisional census simply attributes the Madison, Fla., provisional 
CNETS error solely to Briggs in the 21st century. Yet this was the fi rst Madison provisional ever 
found, almost 150 years ago. 

Th e published documentation on this error stamp is enormous. It goes back through many 
published articles, including my 19841 and 20002 articles in the American Philatelist (AP) and Con-
federate Philatelist (CP). Th e later article is published on my website.

Th e fi rst of those articles quotes dealer Warren H. Colson’s March 3, 1943, four-page letter 
to collector William L. Moody III, (Figures 2a-d), indicating his letter is a follow-up to the sale 
of three Madison provisionals to Moody “some time ago.” Less than a week later, Colson wrote 
a one-page supplemental letter to Moody on March 8, 1943, saying that he overlooked men-

Figure 1. Madison spelling error 
stamp “CNETS” (Scott 3-AX1a).
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tioning the Confederate 5¢ 
entire, which he also sold 
to Moody (Figure 3). 

Colson specifi cally traced 
the early provenance of these 
stamps to Moody. Th ere is no 
doubt the letters were specifi -
cally written to establish their 
provenance. Are we not to 
credit Colson’s words, already 
published in CP and AP, as 
well as in other earlier publica-
tions with photos, even though 
Colson was a prominent early 
dealer directly involved with 
the sales? 

It is my opinion that any 
provenance should begin at 
the beginning, if known. While 
I’m unsure of some of the early 
chronology, we have conclusive 
evidence of many more owners 
than just Briggs.

• John Walter Scott. Th is well-
documented discovery was an-
nounced by Scott in the American 
Journal of Philately (March 1872), 
Vol. 5, Page 29. In his article, Scott 
proclaimed: “I have no doubt but 
that my readers will believe with 
me that the Madison was the fi rst 
issued, best authenticated, and scarc-
est Confederate provisional.” Why 
would any provenance not start at 
the beginning and cite Scott? 

• James W. Paul, Jr. See the Moody album page shown in Figure 4. Th e Moody album page 
came with the provisionals sold to Kaufmann. Unfortunately, I can fi nd no other corroboration, as 
Paul was a reclusive collector. 

• Judge Frederick A. Philbrick. Per the third page of the herein illustrated Colson-Moody 
March 3, 1943, letter. Th e illustrated Moody album page also shows him owning this in 1874.

• Philipp von Ferrary. English dealer Paul Fraser (Paul Fraser Collectibles, formerly of Stanley 
Gibbons) notes that perhaps Ferrary’s fi rst major purchase was his 1880 acquisition of Judge Phil-
brick’s collection.3 Ferrary’s stamp collection, which he had bequeathed to a museum, was confi s-
cated by the French soon aft er his death in 1917. As he was Austrian, it was auctioned in the name 
of World War I reparations, selling for 30 million francs. Ferrary provenance is per the illustrated 
Colson-signed 1943 letter.
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Figure 2. A four-page letter 
from dealer Warren Colson 
to W.L. Moody III, detailing 
the sale of the Madison 
Provisonals, as well as 
describing the discovery 
of the fi rst CNETS error 
(bottom of page 2 and top 
of page 3. Colson closes the 
March 3, 1943, letter with 
his pronouncement that 
the Madison Provisional 
will eventually receive the 
attention it deserves.
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• William Lewis Moody, III. Pur-
chased from Colson, as documented by 
the fi rst 1943 Colson-Moody letter (Fig-
ure 2). Sold in a series of H.R. Harmer 
auctions, Nos. 615-17, United States, Part 
5, November 1950. Purchaser unknown.

• Lapham.* See detailed Lapham story 
that follows.

• John W. and Patricia A. Kaufmann. 
Purchased by private treaty from unidenti-
fi ed owner via Lyman and Keene in 1983, 
likely from a Lapham heir. John died in 1988 
and ownership transferred solely to Trish 
Kaufmann. Sold via Siegel Rarities of the 
World, sale 824, May 13, 2000.

• Dr. Deane R. Briggs. Purchased from 
2000 Siegel Rarities of the World sale. 

• Hon. J. William Middendorf II. Pur-
chased from Briggs sale, lot 2093, Robert A. 
Siegel sale 1153, May 9, 2017.

Certifi cates: CSA 02904, 
PF 139964, PF 0189963. 

Madison with manu-
script cancel “Paid in 
Money.” Scott: 3AX1, CC: 
A-MAD-FL-A01. WHC 
(Colson) backstamp. On 
current CSA website as 
“Provenance: Felton.” (Fig-
ure 5)

• Philipp von Ferrary. 
As documented by the 
Figure 2 March 3, 1943, 
Colson-Moody letter and 
illustrated on the Moody 
album page.

88 

. 

Figure 3 (top). March 8, 1943, 
letter from Colson to Moody 
regarding the Confederate 5¢ 
Madison provisional entire, 
stating it came from the Ferrary 
collection.

Figure 4 (right). Moody album 
page showing the name of 
J.W. Paul, Jr. as an owner of the 
CNETS error.
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• William Lewis Moody III. Purchased from Colson, as 
documented by the Colson-Moody letter. Sold in a series of H.R. 
Harmer auctions, Nos. 615-17, United States, Part 5, November 
1950. Purchaser unknown.

• Lapham.* See detailed Lapham story that follows.
• John W. and Patricia A. Kaufmann. Purchased by private 

treaty from unidentifi ed owner via Lyman and Keene in 1983, 
likely from a Lapham heir. Sold to an undisclosed dealer in late 
1987, who sold it to an unknown private collector. Th e dealer or 
collector obtained a private certifi cate, as noted under certifi cate 
information.

• Unknown.
• Rex H. Felton, Jr. Purchased via private treaty Nov. 28, 

2009, from Trish Kaufmann, in partnership with Stanley Piller, 
who no longer remembers the private source. 

• John H. Walker. Purchased in 2011 from Siegel sale No. 
1016, lot 594, where Felton consigned it. 

Certifi cates: PF 139965, Bruce E. Corson Certifi cate No. 
2362, dated Dec. 10, 1987, New York City. 

Madison with town cancel No. 1. Scott: 3AX1, CC: A-
MAD-FL-A01. Current CSA website listing as “Provenance: 
Briggs” (Figure 6).

• Judge Frederick A. Philbrick. Noted in multiple 
sources as Philbrick, owning it in 1874. I have not yet found the discovery source.

• Philipp von Ferrary. Per Colson-Moody letters and Moody album page shown in Fig-
ure 4. 

• William Lewis Moody, III. Purchased from Colson, as documented by the Colson-Moody 
letter. Sold in a series of H.R. Harmer auctions, Nos. 615-17, United States, Part 5, November 
1950. Purchaser unknown.

• Lapham.* See detailed Lapham story that follows.
• John W. and Patricia A. Kaufmann. Purchased by private 

treaty from unidentifi ed owner via Lyman and Keene in 1983, 
likely acting for the Lapham family. John died in 1988 and own-
ership transferred solely to Trish Kaufmann. Sold via Siegel 2000 
Rarities of the World, sale 824, May 13, 2000, lot 440.

• Dr. Deane R. Briggs. Purchased from the 2000 Siegel Rari-
ties sale.

• Undisclosed private collector.
Certifi cates: CSA 02903, PF 139966, PF 189962. 
Madison with town cancel No. 2. Scott: 3AX1, CC: A-MAD-

FL-A01. Not listed in CSA website census (Figure 7). 
On the CSA website, this example is not mentioned in the online census, although it was men-

tioned in my census of the Madison provisionals in the February 2000 issues of the AP and CP. It 
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Figure 5 (above). Madison stamp 
canceled with manuscript [P]aid in 
[Money] in the handwriting of Post-
master Samuel Perry (Scott 3-AX1).

Figure 6 (below). First of two Madi-
son stamps canceled with Madison 
town cancel (Scott 3-AX1).

Figure 7. Second of two Madison 
stamps canceled with Madison 
town cancel (Scott 3-AX1). Scan 
of photocopy from the fi les of the 
Philatelic Foundation.
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was not shown in the articles due to poor image quality. But poor quality or not, it is shown here 
to simply get it on the radar. Th e source in those articles was cited as a black-and-white photocopy 
in the fi les of the Philatelic Foundation. Th e old PF photocopy is poor quality, but it unmistakably 
shows a Madison provisional with a circular datestamp that appears to be dated with day date “1.”

• Raymond G. Weill and Roger H. Weill. Whether they were dealers or collectors, this stamp 
should be recorded, if only as the possible or probable former owners. I have on fi le a Nov. 1, 1996, 
dated letter from Roger Weill in reply to my inquiry about its whereabouts.

Currently, this is the only information we have on the “missing” second town canceled example. 
In Moody’s fi rst letter, he says there is possibly a fi ft h example, which would doubtless be this one.

In his 1996 letter to me, Weill said: “I have not seen a Madison, Florida 3¢ Provisional in many 
years and, unhappily, I cannot refer you to anyone who might own this stamp. Th e last Madison we 
owned was perhaps ten years ago. It had to be sold on an ‘as is’ basis and did not bring very much.” 
He wished me luck with my research to establish their rightful place in philatelic history.

My letter to Weill was precipitated when Brian Green, then assistant curator of the Philatelic 
Foundation, sent me a black-and-white photocopy of a page from the PF fi les showing all the Madi-
son stamps the organization had ever handled and mentioning Weill as the source of the mystery 
example. It also included numerous fakes the PF then attributed to Dr. J.A. Petrie. Th ere were no cer-
tifi cate numbers on any images nor any catalog numbers, as they were not then listed in any catalogs 
aft er being delisted at the turn of the 20th century. Th e blame for this has been laid at the feet of John 
Luff , who misguidedly believed them to simply be “labels used as fractional currency.” Th ey were, 
however, listed in the Stanley Gibbons United States Stamp Catalog as late as 1962, Page 946.

• Unknown.
Certifi cates: Stamps without catalog numbers are notoriously 

diffi  cult to locate in the PF fi les. Th is was in the fi les before Scott 
or CSA catalog numbers were assigned. But the image of the 
stamp is in the PF fi les somewhere, unless thrown out, which is 
highly unlikely.  

Madison with pen slash cancel. Scott: 3AX1, CC: A-MAD-
FL-A01. Listed in the CSA online census as “Provenance: None” 
(Figure 8).

• Stanley Piller. Th e fi rst public mention of this stamp of which 
I am aware is when it was stolen from California dealer Stanley 
Piller’s car on the way home from a CSA annual convention in Sarasota in February 1999. Th e sto-
ry was well covered in the philatelic press at the time. Please see the Feb. 28, 2000, edition of Linn’s 
Stamp News, which relates how it was recovered aft er I spotted it in a Cherrystone auction and im-
mediately recognized it as one of the stolen stamps. I woke Piller at 7 a.m. PST to tell him. It was all 
I could do to wait that long, as I had discovered it very early that morning EST and was bursting to 
tell him. I made note of this in my census of the Madison provisionals in the February 2000 Ameri-
can Philatelist and First Quarter 2000 Confederate Philatelist; the stamp was photographed in both 
publications. Th is stamp, and others, were recovered by the FBI and sold in the Siegel 2005 Rarities 
of the World sale 896, as lot 756. Piller does not remember from whom he purchased the stamp, 
but it was from a private collector, not an auction. Whether Piller was acting as a dealer or not, I 
believe the provenance should start here until the hobby is able to add prior history to the timeline.

• D.K. Collection of Southern Postmasters’ Provisionals. Sold in Siegel sale 1022, lot 1001, 
March 28, 2012.

Figure 8. The only known Madison 
stamp canceled with a pen slash.
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• Daniel J. Ryterband. Purchased from the 
D.K. sale.

Certifi cates: PF 189961, PF 223633, PF 
503953.

3¢ Madison on Th ompson cover. Scott 
3AX1, CC: A-MAD-FL-A01. WHC (Colson) 
handstamp on front, bottom-right corner. 
Listed on CSA website simply as “Provenance: 
Hind, Gross, Briggs” (Figure 9).

• Dr. Gaius Marcus Brumbaugh. Brum-
baugh was physician to Fanny Corbin Th omp-
son (1819-96), wife of the cover’s addressee. 
Dr. Brumbaugh’s signature is on her death 
certifi cate (record No. 105712), a validated copy 
of which I still preserve. A fi rsthand account of 
the discovery was related by Brumbaugh in his 
letter to H.F. Albrecht & Co. in New York, as 
printed in Th e Postage Stamp (Fred J. Melville, 
London). Brumbaugh related that he asked 
Mrs. Th ompson to scour her old wartime cor-
respondence, as he was a stamp collector. Th us, 
he acquired the cover and letter (of which only 
the dateline was retained, to keep the contents 
confi dential) in 1895. 

Albrecht either bought and resold the cover 
or brokered it to Sir William B. Avery, as noted 
in that article. Th e article noted Brumbaugh 
sent the full letter to Albrecht on the promise 
that it would be returned, which it was, except 
for the Madison dateline, which is still with the 

cover since there is no dated town cancel on the 
cover. 

I personally knew Brumbaugh’s heirs, who 
were stamp collectors and Kaufmann clients. 
Kaufmann Auctions sold a family collection for 
one of them, who was – years aft er the fact – 
still bemoaning the fact his family sold the 3¢ 
Madison cover. Th is is the undisputed origin of 
this cover, incredibly well documented. In my 
opinion, it is important to relate it as such.

• Sir William B. Avery. Sold to Avery by 
Albrecht & Co. per Th e Postage Stamp, Oct. 18, 
1913 (Fred J. Melville, London).  

• Henry Joseph Duveen. Ownership passed 
from Avery to Duveen via W.H. Peckitt, per Th e 
Postage Stamp, Oct. 18, 1913 (Fred J. Melville, 
London). Also mentioned in the fi rst Colson-
Moody letter. 

• Arthur Hind. Sold via Charles J. Phillips 
and William C. Kennett Jr., who was Hind’s 
philatelic secretary, as lot 32, Nov. 20, 1933. 
Also mentioned in the fi rst Colson-Moody 
letter and by George Sloane in the Caspary sale 
foreword.

• Alfred H. Caspary. H.R. Harmer sale of 
Th e Alfred H. Caspary Collection, Sale 1: United 
States Postmasters’ Provisionals (lot 41). George 
B. Sloane wrote the foreword for the sale, say-
ing the 3¢ Madison on cover came from Hind. 

Figure 9 (right). 
The only recorded 
Madison 
provisional on 
cover, canceled 
with an oblong 
boxed “PAID.” Has 
datelined top of 
letter dated Feb. 
13, 1861.
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He additionally mentioned the two 3¢ 1861 
Tuscumbia provisionals off ered in the same U.S. 
sale, still then erroneously thought to be ante-
bellum productions before detailed Kaufmann 
analysis published in 1984. Also mentioned in 
the fi rst Colson-Moody letter.

• John W. and Patricia A. Kaufmann. 
Purchased by private treaty from unidenti-
fi ed owner via Lyman and Keene in 1983. John 
died in 1988 and ownership transferred solely 
to Trish Kaufmann. Sold via the Siegel 2000 
Rarities of the World, sale 824, May 13, 2000, 
lot 439.

• William Hunt Gross. Purchased from Sie-
gel 2000 Rarities sale. Sold in a Spink-Shreves 
auction, lot 1, Nov. 19, 2009.

• Dr. Deane R. Briggs. Purchased from the 
Gross collection. Sold in the sale of Briggs’ col-
lection of Florida in the Civil War, Siegel sale 
1153, lot 2094, May 9, 2017, for $100,000 plus 
buyer premium. 

• Hon. J. William Middendorf II. Pur-
chased from Briggs sale.

Certifi cates: CSA 02906, PF 139967, PF 
189964.

Confederate 5¢ black Madison press-print-

ed entire. Scott: 137XU1, CC: MAD-FL-E01. 
WHC (Colson) initials at the lower right front 
of cover. On the CSA website, this is indicated 
as “Provenance: none.” Yet it, too, has a well-
documented origin. (Figure 10)

• Charles Haviland Mekeel. Th e discov-
ery of the Confederate 5¢ provisional entire 
was announced by C.H. Mekeel in the April 
25, 1895, edition of the Philatelic Journal of 
America 13, No. 4, and discussed again by him 
in Mekeel’s Stamp Collector, Volume 15, No. 40, 
Oct. 4, 1901. Henry Spelman wrote about the 
Madison 5¢ entire in the Confederate Philate-
list, February 1965, Page 9, where he shares the 
second Mekeel article in which he announces 
that he has just purchased said cover from a 
relative of the addressee, Mr. Kennedy. Spel-
man’s article, titled “Missing Provisional?,” asks 
if anyone can provide any information as to 
its current whereabouts, as it should be listed 
in the catalog. Legendary dealer Ezra Cole 
answered Spelman in a letter to the editor pub-
lished in the Confederate Philatelist, May 1965, 
Page 39, saying the cover was no doubt part of 
the Ferrary sale IV, lot 28, which sold for 850 
francs plus 17½% tax (at the time, about $88).

• Philipp von Ferrary. Per March 8, 1943, 
Colson-Moody letter (Figure 3), written a week 

Figure 10. The only recorded Confederate-rated 5¢ Madison provisional entire .
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aft er the fi rst, tells Moody (as published by 
Kaufmann in 1984 in both AP and CP) that this 
was in the Ferrary collection and states Colson 
sold it to Moody. Part of a mixed lot, lot 28, Sale 
IV of the Ferrary Collection. 

• William Lewis Moody, III. Per March 8, 
1943, Colson-Moody letter. Sold in a series of 
H.R. Harmer auctions, Nos. 615-17, United 
States, Part 5, November 1950. Purchaser un-
known for certain, but was probably Lapham.

• Lapham.* See detailed Lapham story that 
follows.

• John W. and Patricia A. Kaufmann. 
Purchased by private treaty from unidenti-
fi ed owner via Lyman and Keene in 1983. Sold 
by Trish Kaufmann via Siegel Rarities of the 
World, sale 824, May 13, 2000, lot 439.

• Dr. Deane R. Briggs. Purchased from 
2000 Siegel Rarities of the World sale. 

• Dr. Daniel M. Knowles. Purchased from 
Briggs Florida Collection, Siegel sale 1153, lot 
2095, May 9, 2017.

Certifi cates: PF 139968 PF 189961, CSA 
03408.

Henry G. Lapham and Raymond W. Lapham 
When the Madison stamps were sold to Kaufmann in 1983, they were so tainted – despite the 

still relatively heft y price tag – that the brokers for the unnamed seller(s) insisted on removing 
at least one person in the provenance chain whose family did not want to be associated with the 
Madison provisionals. 

Nonetheless, I have two pieces of evidence that indicate that 
person was Raymond W. Lapham, son of prominent Colson cli-
ent Henry G. Lapham from Boston, who collected rare provi-
sionals. It is addressed to him in Brookline, Mass.

Th e name/evidence was literally ripped out of my hands as I 
was looking at it – receipts, research, the works. But I took ex-
tensive notes through every bit of the Madison research process. 
My earliest notes, made nearly 40 years ago, show that person 
was Raymond Lapham. I believe Colson doubtless sold the 
group to Ray Lapham’s father but that, aft er he died, Ray tried to 
establish both provenance and authenticity.

I have a photocopy of an undated letter from Colson to Ray Lapham, with Wite-Out® correc-
tion fl uid over the address, which was easily scratched off . It also shows it was fi rst scratched out 
with blue ballpoint, then blotted out with the white correction fl uid. A close-up of the obliter-
ated address is shown in Figure 11. Under the mostly removed eradication is revealed Raymond 
Lapham’s name and address. It has the identical content as the letter from Colson to Moody, but 
the typing alignment is slightly diff erent, as letters in those days had to be typed individually. I 
believe Colson used the identical wording to two diff erent clients to establish provenance. 

I can fi nd no incontrovertible evidence of Lapham owning any of these stamps, since there was 
no “name sale” of Lapham’s collection. However, Henry Lapham did opine on them and assert Luff  
was “in error.” 

Raymond White Lapham (1928-1976) was the inheriting son of Henry Lapham’s collection. 
On record is the fact that together Raymond Lapham, Walter A. Brown, Charles I. Keene (from 
whom Kaufmann bought the fi ve Madison items) and Harry G. Collier purchased Benson’s Wild 
Animal Farm in Hudson, N.H., from the estate of John T. Benson.4 Benson’s was a private zoo and 
amusement park, which opened in 1926 and closed in 1987. 

Henry G. Lapham died in 1939 and his son, Raymond, died in 1976. By the time Kaufmann 
bought the Madison provisionals in 1983, seven years aft er the son’s death, the specifi c Lapham-

Figure 11. Colson letter to Raymond 
W. Lapham, the address of which was 
crossed out with ballpoint pen, then 
further obliterated with correction fl uid, 
which has since been scratched off .



Th e Confederate Philatelist    Vol. 65, No. 122

Keene connection leads me to believe – more likely than 
not – I am correct. 

I suspect a later inheriting Lapham heir insisted the 
family name be removed. It is likely that Lapham is a 
missing gap in the chain of custody and father, then 
son, owned all fi ve of the items sold to Kaufmann. Yes, 
this is conjecture. But it is an educated guess supported 
by two pieces of evidence. I believe the Laphams 
should at least be noted in any census/provenance as a 
strong likelihood.

Another typewritten Colson letter, dated Jan. 29, 1948 (Figure 12), is in my fi les with identical 
content to the one written to Moody and it is certainly to Ray Lapham. Since this is fi ve years aft er 
Colson’s letter to Moody, this almost undoubtedly places Lapham squarely between Moody and 
me in the timeline. Th is time, correction fl uid was not used. Instead, the address was cut out of 
the letter but (oops) the salutation of “Dear Ray” is still visible. Th ere is little doubt this is to Ray 
Lapham, especially with the familiar use of his fi rst name. Moody’s salutation is “Mr. Moody.” In 
all cases, the content begins, “With respect to the three examples of the Madison, Florida, sold you 
sometime ago, and of which no mention is made in the Scott catalog…”

Th e Madison Owners 
Th e following list of people were all owners of some of the Madison provisionals, per my 

research. Th e people noted with asterisks (*) cannot be verifi ed beyond a 
shadow of a doubt, but I believe still deserve at least a signifi cant note in 
the chain of events.

Sir William Beilby Avery (1854-1908) was named on the RPSL 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists in 1921 as one of the Fathers of Phi-
lately. He was a member of a long-established dynasty of scale mak-
ers and was created a baronet in 1905, a hereditary title awarded by 
the British Crown. In organized philately, Avery was president of the 
Birmingham [England] Philatelic Society. Avery built one of the finest 
collections of his day. London stamp dealer, W. H. Peckitt, bought his 

collection in 1909.
Dr. Deane R. Briggs is a retired otolaryngolo-

gist from Winter Haven, Fla., and immediate past president of the Con-
federate Stamp Alliance. In philatelic exhibition competition, his Florida 
Confederate postal history exhibits garnered 
four grand awards, an international gold in Lon-
don 2015 and two single-frame grand awards 
for two Florida Confederate Provisionals show-
ings. He is author of the award-winning Florida 
Postal History During the Civil War, published 
by the CSA.

Dr. Gaius Marcus Brumbaugh (1862-1952) devoted his life to 
the practice of medicine. He received his M.D. degrees from Howard 
University in 1885 and University of Georgetown in 1888. His hobbies 
included philately, genealogy, magic and the preservation of the Penn-
sylvania Dutch culture. He was born in Penn Township, Pa. 

Avery.

Briggs.

Brumbaugh.

Figure 12. Letter to Lapham, cut-out address.
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Alfred H. Caspary (1877-1955) is best remembered for his spectacular 
collections of United States and Confederate States of America, particu-
larly the postmasters’ provisionals. He was one of the founders of the 
Philatelic Foundation and signed the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists at 
the Royal Philatelic Society, London, for which he was an advisor to the 
expert committee. He was named to the APS Hall of Fame in 1977.

Warren Howard Colson (1882-1963) was an 
internationally known and respected dealer in 
classic stamps, mainly United States, Confederate 
States and Hawaii. For more than half a century, 
Colson bought and sold great rarities for his 
wealthy clients, building the most famous col-

lections of his time. Colson began in the late 1890s as a partner in New 
England Stamp Co. in Boston, Mass. He left  in 1906, forming his own 

company. Th e Colson stock was acquired by the 
Weill brothers in 1963.

D.K. Collection. Identity not disclosed; high-
end client of Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries.

Henry Joseph Duveen (1854-1919) was born in the Netherlands, 
but went to New York City to establish an art gallery there in the 1870s, 
while his brothers founded galleries in London and Paris, collectively 
known as Duveen Brothers. Th ey supplied the 
richest Americans with furniture, paintings, 
porcelain and tapestries for nearly a century, 
from 1876 to 1964. Henry was an eminent 
philatelist, named on the RPSL Roll of Dis-
tinguished Philatelists in 1921 as one of the 

Fathers of Philately. He owned some of the greatest rarities of philately, 
restricting himself to issues before 1896.

Rex H. Felton, Jr. is a retired Certifi ed Public Accountant from Tiffi  n, 
Ohio, who served as CSA Treasurer 1994-2003. He 
has a taste for the rare and unusual, having created 
and sold several high-level Confederate collec-
tions both at auction and by private treaty.

Philipp von Ferrary (1850-1917) was born Philipp Ferrari de La 
Renotière, but he preferred Ferrary. His name seems 
to be spelled in endlessly diff erent ways. He is said 
to have assembled probably the most complete 
worldwide collection that ever existed or is likely to 
exist. He purchased many important collections, in-
cluding those of Judge Philbrick. He was one of the 
storied owners of the 1¢ Magenta British Guiana.

William Hunt Gross is an American investor, fund manager and phi-
lanthropist, nicknamed the “Bond King.” He became only the third person 
to form a complete collection of 19th-century United States stamps. Th e 
William H. Gross Gallery at the Smithsonian National Postal Museum 
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(NPM) is the world’s largest gallery dedicated to philately. He donated 
$8 million to NPM in 2009 to help create the 12,000 square-foot gal-
lery that bears his name. 

Arthur Hind (1856-1933) was a noted textile industrialist from 
Utica, N.Y. He came to the United States from England in 1890. Hind 
poured the profi ts from his business into rare stamps, acquiring many 
of the world’s greatest rarities. He purchased from the Duveen col-
lection and from the Ferrary sale, including the 1¢ Magenta British 
Guiana, outbidding King George V for a then-record price.

John William (1941-88) and Patricia Anne Kaufmann. John, a 
stamp collector from early childhood with an early love for Confeder-
ates, began his philatelic career in New 
Jersey with several small mail-bid sales 

in 1971. He moved to Washington, D.C., in 1973 and hired his fi rst 
employee – Patricia Green. Together we incorporated as John W. 
Kaufmann, Inc., with Trish as vice-president; we were married in 
1975. I was fi rst introduced to Confederates in 1965 and joined 
both the CSA and APS in 1969. In 1970, I became co-editor of the 
Confederate Philatelist, and sole editor in 1973 for a combined total 
of 17½ years. I served as editor-in-chief of the Confederate States 
of America Catalog and Handbook of Stamps and Postal History. I 
formerly exhibited, but not since 1984.

Dr. Daniel M. Knowles is an internationally renowned pa-
thologist. He has been listed in “Best Doctors in America” almost 

annually since 1992. He has published 
more than 275 scientifi c papers, primar-
ily in hematopathology. As he is re-
cently retired, the hope is that now he’ll have time to share his philatelic 
knowledge in print. He is a current CSA trustee and a winning exhibitor, 
having been successful at the Grand Award level with both his United 
States and Confederate States collections. He won the Reserve Grand at 
the 2019 Civil War Postal Exhibition and Symposium.

Henry G. Lapham* (1875-1939) was an American investment 
banker, oilman, philanthropist and sports-
man from Boston who played an instru-
mental role in the construction of the 
Boston Arena. His collection of U.S. post-

masters’ provisionals was legendary. Charles J. Phillips was quoted 
as saying that, “aft er the death of Arthur Hind, Henry Lapham ranked 
as the third greatest stamp collector in the United States.” He was well 
known as one of Colson’s wealthy private treaty clients.5 Numerous 
of his acquisitions came from the collection of Henry C. Gibson, Sr., 
via Colson. He won the Grand Award with the provisionals at the 
1936 Th ird International Exhibition (Tipex), entered in the name 
of his son, Raymond White Lapham* (1928-76), who inherited 
the collection and also had an interest in philately. Th e son mostly 
worked his father’s businesses aft er his death. He served as president 

Hind.

The Kaufmanns.

Knowles.

Lapham. 
(courtesy Robert A. Siegel)
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of the Boston-Garden-Arena Corporation, worked for a time at the 
refi nery of Texas Oil Company, etc. Both were graduates of Yale 
University.

Charles Haviland Mekeel (1861-1921) was a stamp dealer and 
editor of numerous philatelic journals. Mekeel was involved in the 
study and authentication of the 1895 discovery of St. Louis “Bear” 
postmasters’ provisionals, which verifi ed the plating of the pro-
visionals and the authenticity of the 20¢ value. His research was 
invaluable to the hobby.

Hon. J. William Middendorf II is a Harvard graduate. He 
served as U.S. Ambassador to the European Union 1985-87, Or-

ganization of American States 1981-
85, the Netherlands 1969-73 and was 
Secretary of the Navy 1974-77. He is a well-known collector who 
has sold more than one stellar specialized collection through Siegel 
auctions, including one in February 2020. He was in the Washing-
ton, D.C., area when Kaufmann Auctions was active. My personal 
memory is when his collection of carriers and locals was stolen. I 
was calling an auction and, from my vantage point on the podium, 
I saw police come in the door. Aft er the sale, I found the robber had 
tried to sell the collection to John while I was calling the auction. 
John immediately recognized the collection, excused himself and 
called the police, who immediately came and arrested the robber. 

William Lewis Moody, III (1894-1992), known as Will, was part 
of the legendary Galveston, Texas, family with ties to ranching, banking, insurance and invest-
ments. Will was fl amboyant and loved fast cars and speedboats. He made a fortune of his own in 
the oil business in the 1920s, but the business crashed during the Great Depression. According to 
Charles Deaton in his book, the Great Texas Stamp Collection, his father never forgave him. His 
father died in 1954 as one of the country’s 10 wealthiest men. He left  Will $1, an inheritance Will 
contested. He eventually got a $3.6 million settlement. Will obviously loved more than fast cars. 
He built a signifi cant stamp collection that was sold in a series of auctions by H.R. Harmer in 
1950. 

James W. Paul, Jr.* (1851-1908) was a fi nancier who was the son-in-law of prominent Philadel-
phian, Anthony Drexel. Th e witness for the marriage was fi nancier J.P. 
Morgan. In 1907, in his section on “Captains of Industry,” Warren Col-
son said, in Postage Stamps and Th eir Collection, that, “[Mr. Paul] has 
been a quiet collector for many years, and today has one of the fi nest col-
lections to be found in the country. For years he enjoyed the distinction of 
owning the only 2¢ Hawaiian Missionary in an American collection.”

Judge Frederick A. Philbrick (1835-1910) was appointed Queen’s 
Counsel, later King’s Counsel, in 1874. He was one of the founders of 
the “Philatelic Society, London,” which later became the Royal Phila-
telic Society, London. He was its fi rst vice president and was president 
1872-1892. He was named as one of the “Fathers of Philately” on the 
RPSL Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. According to Melville, Phil-
brick disposed of his entire collection, except for Great Britain, to 
Ferrary for £8,000 in 1880.
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Stanley Piller. Stanley is a New York native who was bitten by the 
philatelic bug when he was ten years old. He began dealing in stamps 
on an informal basis at age 13. In 1976, he bought the stamp store of 
O. Jack Taylor in Oakland, California. He is known as a savvy student 

who deals in high-end U.S. classics and 
Confederates. 

Daniel J. Ryterband is chief executive 
offi  cer and head of the New York offi  ce of 
FW Cook & Co., which provides consult-
ing services to corporate boards. Ryter-
band has numerous collecting interests, 
including the U.S. 1847 issues and the 
American Civil War. In 2019, he won the 
Grand Award in Stockholm against international competition with 
his Civil War exhibit, as well as the Grand Award at the Civil War 
Postal Exhibition and Symposium in 
October 2019.

John Walter Scott (1845-1919), born 
in England, is considered the Father of Philately in America. Aft er 
a brief attempt to fi nd gold in California, he opened what would 
become Scott Stamp and Coin Co. in 1863. Th e fi rst offi  cial “Scott 
Catalogue” was published in 1867; it remains the defi nitive stamp 

catalog to this day. In 1870, he held the 
fi rst stamp auction anywhere. He was 
indisputedly the nation’s leading stamp 
dealer of his generation; his legacy 
is far-reaching. He was named to the 
APS Hall of Fame in 1941, one of the 
fi rst inductees.

John H. Walker is a retired British 
businessman and Confederate collec-
tor who is a current CSA trustee. He persuaded the Alliance to have 
its fi rst-ever annual convention in London at Europhilex 2015, a 
memorable event for those who attended. Walker is an avid exhibi-
tor of Confederate patriotic 
covers, although his full 

collection is more extensive than just patriotics.
Raymond G. Weill (1909-91) and Roger H. Weill 

(1913-2003). Over a 60-year period, the Weill brothers, 
under the name Raymond H. Weill Co., built one of the 
world’s most valuable stamp holdings in a tiny elegant 
French-Quarter shop on Royal Street in New Orleans, 
La. Th ey handled some of the world’s greatest rarities, yet 
had a reputation for being as attentive to the youngest 
and least-monied of novice collectors. I can personally 
attest to this with fond memories of my fi rst trip to their 
shop in 1968.
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Dealers vs. Collectors
I have spent much of my life researching the Madison provisionals. I’m a dealer, but I am also 

a collector. I know no dealers who did not begin as collectors. Many professional philatelists have 
given a great deal of time and energy to research, writing and advancing the hobby. Some are ex-
hibitors. Some are writers. Everyone marches to their own beat, using his or her individual gift s to 
best advantage. It is not about making money. It’s for the love of the hobby. Professional philatelists 
are oft en not given credit when tracing provenance. Sadly, I have oft en found it can be a “them vs. 
us” mentality.

Why is John Walter Scott ignored? He is universally acclaimed as the Father of American 
Philately and was the discoverer of the fi rst Madison stamp recorded. Is it because he was a dealer 
rather than a collector? I submit that the vast majority of new discoveries in philately are made by 
avid dealer-students who live their lives consumed by philately 24/7. 

Dealers see a vast amount of material – usually far more than the average collector. Dealers 
have the experience and the knowledge to recognize a treasured nugget among the mundane in 
their areas of specialization … or to take up the challenge of proving a maligned example, such as 
the Madison provisionals.

As it stands today, a dealer is credited with provenance only if (s)he exhibits or sells at auction 
in a named sale. Provenance is rarely attributed to private treaty deals which, in my opinion, is a 
mistake. Auction house descriptions (as opposed to censuses created solely by collectors) tend to 
give more detailed provenances, which include dealers. 

To further make the point, I cite a diff erent example – the Victoria, Texas, provisionals which I 
sold in 2008 (Scott Nos. 88X1 and 88X2). Does their origin not count because they were not fi rst 
discovered and photographed in an auction catalog? 

I testifi ed that I brokered the Victoria provisionals between private parties, yet no provenance 
credit is given in current online censuses. News stories of their discovery, with photos, are online 
on my website at www.trishkaufmann.com/DWLibrary/linns-victoria-001.jpg (Rick Miller, Linn’s 
Stamp News, March 3, 2008, Page 16), and www.trishkaufmann.com/fi les/victoria_pages.pdf (Ar-
thur R. von Reyn, Texas Philatelist, May-June 2008, pp. 30-31). 

I brokered the deal on the Victoria provisionals as a set, per seller request; I did not own them. My 
name should not be counted as owner provenance in this instance because I never owned them, but I 
can testify that they originated from H.E. Harris, the well-known dealer/stamp company. 

Th ey were sold in a Harris reference collection consisting of mainly fakes. Many “fake” collec-
tions contain genuine items, too, although rarely of this magnitude. Carl Kane bought the Harris 
collection, which was then sold to another collector with whom I dealt, but who does not want to 
be named. I brokered the deal between that unidentifi ed owner to Rex Felton by private treaty and 
he sold them through Robert A. Siegel, sale 1016, Nov. 15, 2011. None of these people are noted in 
the current online census.

Keep up to date with what’s happening: 
www.csalliance.org

Our online resources are timely, helpful, interesting and informative.

Don’t forget to spend some time with our archives!
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It is possible someone in the future will trace these Victoria provisionals back farther than H.E. 
Harris. Th ere is every likelihood that they may have appeared in some early auction catalogs and 
will eventually be so identifi ed in one or more places. Something similar happened with the Oak-
way, S.C., provisionals aft er the corroborating evidence and research of the late Daniel T. Gilbert 
was published in the CP years ago.

Final Th oughts
Must information and sales only be printed in an auction catalog or article, even if there is clear 

testimony from an established and reputable retailer that a deal was done? 
Famous works of art get sold privately and their chain of custody is recorded, whether at auc-

tion or as a private treaty deal. 
I submit that it is a diff erent case when I owned fi ve of the seven Madison PMPs (both 3¢ and 

5¢) – only six of which are recorded in the CSA website census. Th e seventh is photographed in 
the fi les at the Philatelic Foundation.

I owned three of the Madison stamps and both Madison covers for many years as both a col-
lector and dealer. Th at is easily traceable. Four of my fi ve examples were sold in the 2000 Rarities 
of the World Sale; it was pretty clear it was on my behalf – but four stamps don’t make sense as a 
“name sale,” although my name was mentioned as the derivation of the research on the topic. 

With the Madison provisionals, there are only seven recorded and all but the two with the 
Madison circular datestamps are completely diff erent from each other. Th us, it is no challenge 
whatsoever to diff erentiate one from the other simply by description. Th ere is only one 3¢ record-
ed on cover and only one misspelled CNETS. 

Th is discussion focuses on seven stamps or covers from just one town – Madison. But imagine 
doing a census for cities such as New Orleans. In those cases, I would agree that “image manda-
tory” makes more sense. But I put forth that this should not be the case when tracing provenance 
on items such as the Madison provisionals.

 

RECORDING NEW CSA FINDS 
 

New Confederate finds are still being documented for future editions of the CSA  
Catalog. In addition to new, unlisted  finds, I am seeking quality images to replace 
old black and white tracings or poor­quality images that were used in earlier cata­
logs. It is important that new images be quality 300 dpi .tif or .jpg files if they are to 
be used in future editions.

For questions or to send your digital images and information: 
Trish Kaufmann 

 trishkauf@comcast.net 
 

If you are not a computer user, please send color photocopies to me  
10194 N Old State Rd 

Lincoln DE 19960 
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In the Frank Crown-edited Surveys of the Confederate Postmaster’s Provisionals, which 
reprinted Charles Phillips’ articles from the 1930s, the Frank Hart ones from the 1950s and 
Crown’s Georgia survey, there were no image mandates. Phillips simply contacted collectors he 
knew and made detailed notes. Phillips provided important provenance for items in the 1920s 
and 30s. Published in 1984, these surveys give us information gleaned a century ago. It contin-
ues to be a valued resource.

Th e eff ort it takes to produce these sorts of censuses is enormous, whether it be for provisionals 
or other topics. We all have our favorite areas. If you can’t tell, the Madison provisionals continue 
to be one of mine, although they left  my hands more than two decades ago. If you are looking for a 
project and have the ability and inclination, your assistance would undoubtedly be most welcome 
– no matter how you feel about the criteria used for censuses and provenance.

Acknowledgements: I am grateful to Randy Smith for reviewing an early draft  of this manu-
script and making valuable suggestions. I am also indebted to Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries 
for use of some of its images, which are far superior to my old ones.

Your thoughts and feedback are welcome at trishkauf@comcast.net or to Trish Kaufmann, 
10194 N Old State Rd, Lincoln DE 19960-3644.
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