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By Patricia A. Kaufmann

Confederate Postal History

The Figure 1 Confederate ten-cent Jefferson Davis 
milky blue Type II engraved left sheet margin stamp 
(CSA Scott 12a) has gum stains and is manuscript 
canceled “HS College Va/Nov 10/64” on a cover 
addressed to “Miss Wood, Farmington, Charlottesville, 
Virginia.” Hampden-Sydney College is situated a little 
more than seventy miles from Farmington.

What is most unusual about the cover is that the 
stamp is tied on the front of the cover with a wax seal 
bearing what seems to be the “all seeing eye” in the 
center. The text in the seal partially reads “…WATCH 
OER YOU...” 

Perhaps the wax seal was used to help affix the 
stamp, thus creating what Confederate collectors call 
an “adversity use,” as perhaps the gum wasn’t doing 
the job, which was not uncommon for the gum on 
Confederate engraved issues. There is a fair amount of 
gum staining on the stamp. 

Or perhaps it was just decorative, although one is 
more likely to see wax used to seal the back flaps. A 
former owner speculated that the wax might have been 
struck with a fraternity signet ring. 

Estate of Farmington 
According to the Farmington Country Club 

website, the estate of Farmington was patented in 
1735, and was first built upon at some period prior to 
1780. 

At the time of the American Revolution, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia confiscated the property 
from owner Francis Jerdone, a Tory, because of his 
politics. Jerdone was able to regain the estate, then 
sold it to George Divers in 1785. 

Under Divers’ ownership in 1803, Thomas Jefferson 
drew plans for an addition to the house, an octagonal 
addition with two rooms. It is a spectacular structure 

Wax Seal Ties Confederate Stamp to 
Hampden-Sydney College Cover

Figure 1: This ten-cent Jefferson Davis (CSA Scott 12a) franks a cover with a manuscript cancel from “HS College” (Hampden-
Sydney College). Intriguingly, a wax seal ties the stamp to the cover. 
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immediately recognizable as Jefferson’s handiwork, 
with a decided likeness to Jefferson’s nearby home of 
Monticello.

Warner Wood (1825-1902) bought Farmington 
in 1860. The addressee on the cover, “Miss Wood,” 
was likely Lucilla Wood, Warner’s only daughter. 
Farmington was originally about 3,500 acres, said to 
have an unbroken view of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
for more than a hundred miles. 

In the spring of 1927, local businessmen joined 
together to develop a country club and residential 
community that would do justice to the historic 
atmosphere of Albemarle County. The Warner Wood 
estate granted an option for the property of Farmington, 
an estate of nearly a thousand acres. Today, it is a 
stunning private club with first class facilities.

Hampden-Sydney College
Hampden-Sydney College (H-SC) has been in 

continuous operation since November 10, 1775. 
Established before the American Revolution, it is the 
tenth oldest college in the United States and the oldest 
of the country’s few remaining private colleges that 
specializes in educating and developing young men. 
The institution’s coat of arms is shown in Figure 2.

The first advertisement for the college (Figure 3), 
promising that classes would begin November 10, 
1775, appeared in Williamsburg’s Virginia Gazette.

Among the first trustees of Hampden-Sydney 
College were Patrick Henry and James Madison. 

William Henry Harrison, Hampden-Sydney class 
of 1791, was president of the United States for just 
thirty-one days from March 4, 1841, until his death on 
April 4, 1841. He had the shortest presidency in United 
States history. His 1835 portrait by James Reid Lambin 
is shown in Figure 4.

The ninth president of the United States, Harrison 
was the first president to die in office. His cause of 
death is in dispute by various authorities even today. 
The two most prevalent theories on his cause of death 
are enteric fever (typhoid fever), or pneumonia caused 

Figure 2: The Hampden-Sydney College coat of arms.

Figure 3: The first advertisement for the college, promising 
that classes would begin November 10, 1775, appeared in 
Williamsburg’s Virginia Gazette.

Figure 4: William Henry Harrison, Hampden-Sydney class of 
1791, was president of the United States for just 31 days.
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by cold weather during an overly long 
speech on Inauguration Day.  

To illustrate this article, I first 
looked in the CSA catalog for an 
image of an advertising cover showing 
Hampden-Sydney College. 

Given its long history, I was 
surprised to find that there were none. 
I contacted Larry Baum, who collects 
Southern advertising covers. His 
advertising design file includes about 
4,000 images, of which approximately 
3,200 are Confederate. He verified 
that he records no wartime designs 
from Hampden-Sydney College. He 
had but one example from any era, a 
postwar use that is shown in Figure 5. 

The all-over design is very pale so 
I increased the digital contrast so that 
readers might have a chance of better 
seeing the design for the cover. 

It is franked with a three-cent 
1869 issue tied by a target cancel and 
postmarked with a circular datestamp 
of Hampden-Sydney College. The 
text reads “Union Theological 
Seminary, Hampden-Sydney, Va.” The 
Presbyterian seminary was founded 
as a theological adjunct to Hampden-
Sydney College.

Shown in Figure 6 is Venable Hall, 
the 1830 building on the Hampden-
Sydney College campus that was 
the original home of the Union 
Theological Seminary. 

The photo was taken by Charles 
Ricard Rees, one of the largest 
photographers in Richmond. Rees 
established a studio there in 1851; he 
had another studio in nearby Petersburg. 

In 1898, the seminary moved to its current location 
in Richmond, Virginia. In 2010, it was renamed Union 
Presbyterian Seminary. 

Venable hall, which is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, now serves as a dormitory 
for Hampden-Sydney College.
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