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By Patricia A. Kaufmann

Confederate Postal History

One of the TV ads that has most delighted my 
friends and family is the State Farm commercial in 
which the ditzy blond proclaims, “They can’t put 
anything on the Internet that isn’t true.” 

“Really?” her friend exclaims in disbelief, “Where 
did you hear that?” 

“The Internet,” she replies.  
Then her “French model” Neanderthal-like 

boyfriend appears. She found him on the Internet too. 
And we roll with laughter at the absurdity of it all.

One Thing Leads to Another
I love researching covers and not only finding 

the human-interest story behind the correspondents, 
but trying to determine what the cover may tell me 
about the way the mail was carried or new information 
revealed by markings, addresses or docketing.

I recently wrote about the cover in Figure 1, which 
bears a Ridgeway, North Carolina, circular datestamp 
on a Confederate stampless cover with a large 
matching boxed PAID 5 (CSA catalog Type B1). It is 
addressed to “George A. Barksdale, Esqr (of Warwick 
& Barksdale), Richmond, Virginia.”

The enclosed original three-page letter (Figures 

‘It has to be true. I saw it on the Internet.’
The Warwick & Barksdale Mill ‘Confederate Prison’

2-3) is headed “Popular Mt. near Ridgeway NC, 19th 
Sept 1861” from W.N. Edwards to George Ainsley 
Barksdale (1835-1910),2 and includes a newspaper 
clipping about St. Mary’s School in Raleigh (Figure 4).

Weldon Nathaniel Edwards (1788-1873) was 
a representative of the U.S. Congress from North 
Carolina. He studied law and was admitted to the 
bar in 1810. He commenced practice in Warrenton, 
North Carolina, and was a member of the state house 
of representatives from 1814 to 1827, serving on 
numerous important committees. He declined to be a 
candidate for reelection in 1826. 

Edwards returned to his plantation, but soon re-
entered politics as a member of the state senate from 
1833-1844. He was a member of the state constitutional 
convention in 1835; again, elected to the state senate 
in 1850 and chosen as its president. He was president 
of the North Carolina State Secession Convention in 
1861. He died in 1873 and was interred in a private 
cemetery at his home, “Poplar Mount,” about 12 miles 
from Warrenton.3 

I had less success researching Barksdale than I had 
with Edwards. The most interesting information I found 
was that, while noted as a physician, he was a principal 

Figure 1: A Ridgeway, N.C., circular datestamp on a Confederate stampless cover with a large 
matching boxed PAID 5 (CSA catalog Type B).
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in the Warwick & Barksdale Mill in Richmond. I 
found a George A. Barksdale listed in military records 
as captain and assistant quartermaster in the field and 
staff of the 16th Virginia Infantry. Although it seems 
likely, I cannot be sure it is the same person. The 
military records only show brief activity in 1861 with 
minimal detail. No other years were mentioned, nor 
when or how he was discharged.

‘The capacity to house 4,000 prisoners’
At this point in my research, all had been relatively 

ordinary biographical information. But what really got 
my attention was a brief mention in a primary source. 
The Richmond Dispatch of July 1, 1862, showed 
Warwick & Barksdale Mill as having a large new mill 
that had the capacity to house 4,000 prisoners. 

My curiosity was aroused. I was not familiar with 
Warwick & Barksdale Mill as any sort of prison. The 
hunt was on!

And there it was. On mycivilwar.com under 
“Confederate Prisoner of War Camps, Virginia,” 

Figure 2: Page 1 of the letter from W.N. Edwards to George 
A. Barksdale.

Figure 3: Pages 2 and 3 of the letter signed W.N. Edwards to 
George Barksdale of Warwick & Barksdale Mills

Figure 4: A newspaper clipping included with Edwards’ letter. 
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powered by six waterwheels designed to use the water 
twice over. Water was drawn from the Great Basin to 
drive these water wheels and then returned to the canal 
along a flume that ran under 13th Street via an arch.6 

On April 2, 1865, as the Union army advanced on 
Richmond, Gen. Robert E. Lee gave orders to evacuate 
the city. A massive fire broke out the following day, 
the result of a Confederate attempt to destroy anything 
that could be of use to the invading Union army. In 
addition to consuming 20 square blocks, including 
nearly every building in Richmond’s commercial 
district, it consumed the mills.

The mills became an iconic image of the defeated 
South after Mathew Brady, Alexander Gardner 
(Brady’s former gallery manager and rival), and 
Andrew J. Russell all shot photos of it. At the time 
of their destruction, the mills were the largest of their 
kind in the world7 (Figures 6-8).

There is no doubt the mills would have been an 
excellent site for a prison but there is no evidence 
prisoners were ever housed there. 

Turning to Civil War prison specialist Galen 
Harrison, he states on page 81 of his book about Civil 
War prisons:

In an unpublished diary by J.B. Hawkins, a 
Southern Express Company employee, under date 
of July 5, 1862 is an entry, “The ‘Warwick Mills’ 
capable of holding 7,000 men is rented.” This was 
a result of an order from General Lee to prepare for 
the arrival of 10,000 prisoners. The Warwick Mills 
which is probably better known as the Gallego 
Mills is believed not to have been used, however. 
By the time prisoners arrived, most were sent to 
Belle Isle or housed in one of the other existing 
prisoner buildings…By November 1863 there were 

Warwick & Barksdale Mill was listed as housing 4,000 
prisoners from 1862-63 with the prison type described 
as old buildings converted into prisons.4 

On americancivilwar101.com I found a nearly 
identical, but more visually appealing, table of Civil 
War prisons listed by state.5 It was listed there as well.

I’d found it on the Internet—and in two places. 
Found and confirmed; it must be so! (Not)

Yet Warwick & Barksdale Mill was a prison of 
which I’d never heard nor from which I’d ever seen a 
letter or cover. I’ve seen many POW covers over five 
decades pursuing this topic. I had to dig further.

I found that Warwick & Barksdale Mill was better 
known by its prior name, Gallego Mills. Figure 5 
shows an historical marker placed at 12th and Canal 
Streets, where the mill once stood. It reads:

Richmond’s Gallego Mills were a major 19th 
century industry. In 1834, Joseph Gallego built a 
mill on the Great Basin at the northwest corner of 
12th & Canal Streets. The mill used Basin water 
to turn its waterwheels. After an 1848 fire, Messrs. 
Warwick & Barksdale, who had taken over Gallego 
Mills, rebuilt a 7-story mill on the same spot.

In 1860, they built an even larger 12-story mill on 
the southwest corner of 12th and Canal Streets. It reused 
water from the original upper mill. Both mills burned 
in the 1865 Evacuation fire, but the upper building was 
rebuilt and operated until it burned in 1903.

The Gallego Flour Mills were founded by Joseph 
Gallego in the 1790s. The mill gained an international 
reputation for the superior type of flour he shipped to 
Europe and South America. 

The mill, when completed, stood nine stories 
high, contained 31 pairs of grinding stones, and was 

Figure 5: The historical 
marker in Richmond for 
Gallego Mills/Warwick & 
Barksdale Mills.
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over 13,000 prisoners in Richmond. The number of 
prisoner was so great that censorship of their mail 
was becoming unmanageable. For this reason, 
on February 1, 1864 an order was circulated 
throughout the Richmond prisons limiting the 
length of letters to six lines; the order also limited 
each prisoner one letter per week.8

To my mind, this lays to rest the notion that 
Warwick & Barksdale Mills was used as a prison 
during the war—despite such assertion on the Internet. 
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Figure 8: Inside the Richmond mill ruins, 1865. (Library of 
Congress)

Figure 7: The ruins of Gallego Mills, taken by Alexander 
Gardner (1821-1882), but formerly attributed to Matthew 
Brady. (Library of Congress)

Figure 6: Silhouette of ruins of Gallego Mills, shells of the buildings of Richmond, silhouetted against a dark sky after the 
destruction by a Confederate attempt to burn Richmond in 1865. (Mathew Brady collection, Library of Congress)
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